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Word class peripheries in Korean language teaching
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Korean language speech : how to teach beginners

Ot2|Of Bt 2 2t Bt

HATH NSEN Mt

Speech style in Korean language, being expressed through verb ending, is one of the basic grammar
that is taught on elementary level since it is impossible to form any utterance in Korean without it. For
European language speakers speech style is unfamiliar category since European languages has no
specific speech styles endings. While the forms of Korean formal or informal speech are not especially
difficult for learners, the function of speech styles in discourse is particularly opaque and many
students tend to use only one style depending on which one was taught first or seems more wide used.
However, factors that influence Korean speaker’s style chose are dynamic and complex and include
feelings and stance toward addressee, sociocultural identity during the course of interaction and some
others.

This article covers the potentials of the discourse-based approach in terms of teaching speech style to
learners at beginner level. We believe that the only way students will master speech styles in all its
variety and complexity is through becoming aware of their use and purpose in discourse. We provide
suggestions for activities and exercises for teaching them as a discourse-level grammar that we can
summarize to three principles. First, to expose learners to meaningful authentic context to draw their
attention to certain discourse phenomena, even at beginner level. Second, to provide details on
speakers for translation (from mother tongue to Korean) exercises and, third, to provide students with
a great deal of input of targeted forms in a meaningful way.
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Improving KFL learners' cultural competencies through virtual reality-based instructions

Exploring possible pedagogical approaches to provide students new modes of language learning
beyond traditional classroom instruction and enlarge KFL curriculum in immersive learning
environments, virtual reality (VR) instructions were adopted to provide a life-like learning experience
along with various hands-on activities in and outside of language classroom. This pilot study aims first
to suggest virtual reality (VR)-based instructions for KFL students in higher education settings and to
examine its impact on their cultural competencies. Various VR 360 video footages were developed to
encourage intermediate- and advanced-level KFL learners' active engagement with various cultural
topics (i.e. everyday life, history, popular culture).

Three VR sessions in classroom were designed for student-centered learning environment and
teachers facilitated simultaneous and dynamic interactions from students. Interviewing KFL learners
to investigate the pedagogical effectiveness of the VR, it was found that VR-based instructions were
effective to enhance cultural competencies. In addition, this pilot study also revealed that language
instructors still played an important role in triggering desired responses (i.e. target vocabulary and
grammars). Teachers expressed their concerns that designing interdisciplinary instruction to connect
the Korean language to relevant topics and aligning the VR contents with existing Korean curriculum
would be major challenges.



