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Culturality through Gosijo for advanced students

University of Mannheim
Hiyoung Park

[. Why Gosijo?

This contribution will offer an opportunity to consider how the one of the
fixed Korean literary genres Korean “Gosijo’ ! for the purpose of the
transmission of Korean values like “lUmyangohaeng (52F2 &))" etc. can be
used in the classroom for advanced learners. In spite of the dilemma of the
definition of “culturality” , the culturality of philosophy manifests
itself in different cultures in the form of different normative
evaluations, basic attitudes, and questions. So, in the course of learning
of Gosijos (as the learning objective), the culturality can - as a side
effect — convey parallel an important textual competence and a
consequential textuality feature especially as part of communication
competence and this kind of literary texts can serve as an informative
source on the Koreans’ understanding of the world, as well as their
perception of human relations and social matters.

In the earlier period of the Confucian society Gosijo was mostly
monopolized by the scholars and the nobility but with the invention and
propagation of Hanguel ( 3+, the Sijo came in the reach of all classes
down to the lowest tiers of society. This aspect 1s the most influential
event and resulted in the occurrence of all Korean values, norms, beliefs,
culture and traditions and is exactly what Hangeul' s mission demands.

The philosophical ideas only expressed by Hammun ( e%%) are finally also
transmitted with the invention and usage of Hanguel among ordinary people.
In this sense according to Humberto Maturana ,die Sprache als Basis und
gleichzeitig Auspriagung von Kulturen und damit kulturellen Differenzen, ist
selbst einem historischen zu beobachtenden Verianderungsprozess

unterworfen “* should be remembered.

In this context, the philosophical themes of the Gosijos and their hidden
(often instructive) messages on the subject are such as “Good defeats evil
(H3°H” , “a long life without illness (FZH 37" | “piety towards

! Korean literary history call the old ones as Gosijo and the new ones from 1920
as Sijo, which differ in many aspects, but this article will not treat it in
detail.

? This text is translated by the author from German into English as follows:
language as the basis and at the same time the expression of cultures and thus
cultural differences is itself subject to a historical process of change” .

13
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parents (&)” , “loyalty ()" , “thankful reciprocity (#+:>)” and
overcome/build up “trust (£/2/)” and like “I in nature or I and nature
(29 &3H” . “love (94%)” can contribute for this aim.

For this purpose four famous Gosijos from the FVi-Dynasty (Choseon Dynasty)
are selected and translated into German as follows:

- “The Natural-Poem (*}¢77/)” by Kim In Hu ( & 9/-%)

- “The Song of the five friends (2-%7H" by Yun Sun Do (#+7%)
- “The long winter night (XY 7/t}7] BF2)” by Hwang Jin 1 (&3/<))
- “I pick a Willow branch (¥# & &3] Z/o/)” by Hong Rang (&3

II. Beforehand a small Introduction to the classical poems, the Sijo

Gosijo and Sijo are generally known as traditional lyrics of three lines or
verses®.
Each line 1s made up of a four phrase group with a major pause after each
grouping. The word S7jo consists of two Sino—Korean characters A/ (IFild)
with a meaning of “time” or “period (Kf)” and “rhythm ()" or
“harmony” . The Korean spelling is “A/=" and in revised Romanization
“S770” . In the McCune-Reischauer equal to “S7j0” and in German it should
be pronounced as “Shidso” *.
The well-known name “S7ijo” actually comes from “Sijulgajo” (ANZA7}=%
i) during the Yi-Dynasty and was first used by contemporary poet Lee
Se Chun ( °/4]) the word as "A/F".
The meaning of it is literally a “vocal poem popular at the time (-Z
Al F o) F-3}= =22 F)” . The origin of this type of poem can be found
in the 16th century.
When Hanmun was the only written language in Korea, poems were written in
the Chinese style. It is believed that Hyangga (¥7}), which originated in
the Si/la dynasty, could be the forerunner of Sijo°, but this thesis was
not clearly proven. Unfortunately, neither the explanation of the word
“Idu (o]%F)” can be found in the dictionary in connection with Sijo, nor
the word “Gugyul (7-Z)” in the same dictionary.® Popular stylistic

® The Sijos before Gapogehyuk (#2 7)) are generally called as “Gosijos” which
holds especially true for the later use in Korean textbooks.

" However, for the purpose of convenience in form and sound the term “S7ijo” is
used in this article.

5The word “Hyangga” mearly means “the local song; the old Korean folk song” .
[t is a kind of short lyric, similar to Japanese Danga (#/#%), which emerged
during the late Koryo (Z&) period.

® Minjung's Essence Korean-German Dictionary.



devices like wordplay, metaphor, symbolism, and allusions’, can be found in
every Gosijos, which makes this kind of genre much more sophisticated,
ambiguous, upscale, and interesting.

I[I.1. Structure and shape of the Sijo

The literary genre “S7ijo’ 1is based on syllables or number of syllables.
Thease 24 syllables are typical of the S7jo shape and without exception
there are in three lines (with 14 to 16 syllables), but in total does not
exceed 44 to 46 syllables.

In the dictionary, we can find the usage of this word S7jo in connection
with a verb like e.g. A/F2E = (recite a Sijo poem; to recite) A/ZE
AT} (make a Sijo poem; to make or to produce).

Despite many different opinions, the structure pattern looks like shown

below:

Chojang (Z72F) the first line - the topic at (3,4/5,4,4)

Chungjang (%) the expansion (3,4/5,4,4)

Chongjang (&%) finally — the counter topic (3,4) and the conclusion
(4,3), cohesion (3,4,4,3)

"

[1.2. Prerequisite of Sijo as "Gojunmunhak ( iZZF28F)

Without a doubt, Sijo (Gosijo) is the fundamental foundation of modern
Korean literature and teaches the Koreans' wisdom and give the opportunity
to see the life and feelings of the Korean ancestors. With it, the Hanguel-
Learners can understand Korean traditions and conventions better.
Furthermore it presents not just the essential spirit of Korean values, but
also the competence of transcendental view of poetry like the question
about the meaning of life, even if it is a kind of Vanitas (to be vain / to
be void)®.

Many of the 3600 Sijos as preserved in the classical anthologies contribute
a commentary on history; on the events of social and political
significance. It was also employed as a means of pouring out feelings and
emotions of the public as well as formalistic norms and didactic precepts
characterized by the Confucian society. The comparability of philosophical
thoughts of the well known and notable occidental philosophy of “memento

" In German it translates to: Wortspiele, Metapher, Symbolismus, Allusion.

® The term “Vanitas” originally comes from Latin with the following meanings:
Empty appearance, futility, nothingness, vanity, also boasting, failure or
futility. The baroque poem is mainly characterized by Vanitas’ s motives.
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mori” ° and

“ Insaengmusang ( S14JF3H)”

may be remembered at this point as

a means of comparison and better understanding.

[IT.1. The natural poem by Aim In Hu

Haseo (3}47) Kim In Hu (#9712, 1510-1560) was a highly respected
politician, philosopher, poet, and also a concede and recognised scholar of
the Y/-Dynasty. His existential insight or perception of life and nature
transformed into simple beauty are reflected in numerous of his poems.

This Chayonga (*F$97F) was written after returning to his home following
the death of King /n Chong ( ¢/%) at the age of 35. The deepest
disappointment due to the deteriorating national situation at that time and
averting the political situation let him complain, but also overcome the
situation with the wisdom of Confucianism in his poems. So this could be
regarded as the dedication exclusively to his attitude of the teaching of

Confucianism.
X} 7] Das Naturgedicht
Z] o] % Kim In Hu
FHILARAAR BKAKRAA Die griinen Berge sind naturgemid 3 so,

MINEP: S/ NE P IVNEE WIN RS
Lk HARERNANE BFEHARERE

das griine Wasser ebenso

Berge sind so, Wasser sind so,

dazwischen bin ich auch so

Das Leben ist so entstanden und

AN ARAR, 59 AR vergeht mit dem Alter sowieso!
e Aw BE Adwsd, A5 UE

A=
9 A large number of Korean old pictures, — for me especially the Sumuk-Sansuhwa
(55 2FrF3b) - reminds of the vanitas still lives, but even in this nothingness

the wisdom of life i1s shared and remembered.
" Here I have tried to translate it also into English:
The green mountains are naturally like that,

the green water as well

Mountains are like this, water is like that,

in between I am like that too
This is how life came about and
goes away with age anyway




olnli A= A7l AAolE}, drdw
Ak )

After sensual perception of the poem without reflection, at a glance,
without consciously grasping and identifying, he succeeds to write the
wonderful poem 1n accordance with his philosophy of life. For clarification
of the unknown words subsequent discussion 1s necessary about the words
such as “Pilam Seowon (Z¢F A7¢) “, “Wonchingak (&/FZF)” | and more. It
1s not wrong to let learners hear a song about this piece, also because it
has a pedagogical purpose. To arouse the learner's interest I have chosen
and introduced the song “Chonsando Chollo Chollo (&4t %E H= HZ)” |
also “Jayonka (X¢77h)7 - &l $549 / 2= &% - §FAF 54 - as
below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=06Ro-BeJt9s

The resonance from the learners was - according to my experience — very
impressively encouraging.

In particular, we can approach the following pedagogical aspects and pursue
the goal of textual competence as listed below:

» What does the word “Collo Chollo (4= )" mean?

e Is a word like “Nuksaori (54}22/)” a suitable ending form?

* We need to clarify the meaning of the word “Samgin (#/7)” from “Samda
(ol | Samgida (#F7]0F)” and ask what the difference between the word
“Saengida (AW7]CF)” and  “Samgida (#F7]F)” is?

* It would be interesting and useful to attempt to try to find out a

similar poem in German.

IIT.2. The song of five friends by Yun Sun Do

The nature poet, politician and researcher of the Yi Dynasty, Yun Sun Do
(1587-1671) with pseudonyms Gosan (Z3F A01l7) and Haeong (& H#E)'! is
in addition to Chongchol (7§&), Park Inro (82/=Z) and Song Sun (£, a
representative voice of the Korean poetry of his time.

Das Lied der fiinf Freunde

70_
£ Yun Sun Do

_]

-

Y

Yo fo

" His Bongwan (¥#%) is Haenam (&% #jr§) and his Cha(A}) is Yaki (2FelfyiMi).



Y Ho] Holif Y A3 $=o]g} |Lass mich zihlen wie viele Freunde

ich habe
ZAk & @214 I ¢ wbglaiof Wasser und Gestein, Bambus und
Pinien
Folgl o] gAl wro] X 1 slof Wie erfreulich ist es mit dem
s aufgehenden Mond im Osten

Lass es sein. Es 1st genug mit
diesen Fiinf, wozu brauchte ich mehr

Although his most popular Sijo Obusasiga (o/FAFA/7F) “The Anglers Songs” |,
1s a cycle with 40 Si/jos and consequently the largest and most famous cycle
of the classical period, I have chosen here his Sijo “The Song of (my)
five friends “ for the same reason of topic, namely nature and people unify
in one.

In terms of grammar and verbstyle in this Gosijo is an educational
consideration of “-2/2F instead of “-¢/tF and “-9/2F instead of

“AR” . “-4/A92” such as  “-3t8/" versus “-3}A+=7F in context
is an attempt to compare the variable forms of endingform: “3atct / grCt/
sfefet | efelel | f=ef | dfel e [ efeF versus “Fot /| =0k Folet/
elet | Fxek ) el | Fep .

Furthermore the personalization of “water” , “stone” , “pine” ,

“bamboo” and “moon” as “the old poet’ s five friends” could cause a
cultural consideration of approaching method with a comparison between
Occident and Orient of popular means. So here we are dealing not only with
a linguistic but also with a way of looking at things in cultural
subconscious, unspoken culturality.

I11.3. A Sijo by Hwang, Jin I



& (X7) ~AY 7] v & Die lange Winternacht
3}zl o] Hwang Jin [
FA (&E) A 7Y vk g Ich scharbe aus der Taille der
52l & W, langen Winternacht heraus
F2 (FHR) UE ofgl A48 Y3l [Rolle und lege sie in die Decke des
o7}, Frithlingswindes ein
2 d QA & oo = FH Y Ich rolle sie eins nachdem anderen
bzl auf, in der Nacht, wo mein Liebster
(7 kommt
The long winter night
A 7|zl whel gk Jh-dE Hwang Jin I
H o] 1 o] A]
F3olE ofd AEAE YTt [ scratch out of the waist of the
A g A Gkl ) 9E] H 2} | Jong winter night
(Ade]) Roll and place them in the blanket
of the spring wind
[ roll them up one by one the night
my darling comes
(An attempt by me in English)

Apart from the way looking at Yun Sun Do s poem the necessity to compare
the onomatopoetic like “A/&/47&” | “*H/5*H]” must be emphasized in
this Gosijo of Hwang Jin I, because this onomatopoetic 1n many poems 1t can
occur a lively everyday life and language power (or energy of the words)
can be generated. Through this effect also a living sound culture can be
compared.

We should not deny a very special magic area and it 1s the metaphoricity of
a language culture. Since 1t experiences 1ts highest increase and
condensation in the poems, the translation of poems 1s generally regarded
as the highest translation achievement. Many language pictures elude direct
translation; they require finding new or comparable language pictures in
the target language.

Based on the target strategy of culturality an empowerment to shape an
emotional life for the learners i1s significant. In this area the research
of discourses on questions of aesthetic learning should be mentioned. How
could these be located within the framework of a wide and broad
understanding of foreign language and interdisciplinary education or
upbringing and further developing if necessary?



111.4. A Sijo by Hong Rang"

In contrast to HAwang Jin [, Hong Rang lived under the most arduous class-—
difficulties and the hardest fate during the rule of King Sunjo (&=).

An extraordinaryily tragic love affair between Hong Kang and Choi
Gyungchang ( &4 3" was the motivation to write this poem. This love affair
1s known from the episode after Cho:r's death when she had hurt her face
with stones, so that the other men cannot desire her and hand over their
love letters to the family of Chos etc. and lived three years, serving in
front of his grave. After that, she committed suicide there. Her grave can
still be found next to Choi in Kyvungjdo Paju (“87]% Z5).

Xy

/I Kein Titel

|4
=
R

Hong Rang

SAHE A8l o] Bt de &t | [ch pfliicke einen Willow Zweig

A= vl AA T BAA und sende ihn zu dir
ghao] Al & YAE ERI7E Pflanze ihn bitte vor deinem
o] 7] 4~

Schlafzimmerfenster und beobachte

ithn zu wachsen

ErsprieB en die neuen Blatter im
Nachtregen, denke bitte an mich,
als wire er ich

For educational purposes and moreover for making the lesson interesting I
have chosen an introductory film like below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elddzp8uhlLk ( #/53/ - F3F)

Afterwards, I give the learners the opportunity to internalize for cultural
comparison. A short explanation of some words could be necessary to
understand the poem. For example, the word “Sondae (£f)” has the same

2 An attempt at translation into English by J. Kim is slightly different from the
original text under close observation:

I pluck a willow branch

and send it to you.

Plant 1t by your windowside

and watch it grow.

When buds appear after a rain

take them for me.



meaning as “Naerimdae (/& 0))” and at the shaman ceremony, the bamboo or
pine branches are used for the purpose of recieving the gods.
Furthermore the word “Mytbodul (5P E)” should not be overlooked as an
item, but here as a concealed metaphor, also a part of Hong Rang s love
and be regarded as the most merged in hearts of German’ s nostalgia,
“Sehnsucht” . Moreover in this sense, the verbs “HIO} H2A /[ o7
of 7] 241" are not just an imperative form, which strongly shows her wishes
or longing for Cho:i and to be with him.

IV. Conclusion and perspective

In this contribution, I have tried to consider transferring the culturality
through the teaching of four Gosijos with an attempt to translate them into
German. The expansion and reorientation of this kind of teaching material
seems to be not just sensible but also useful and necessary in the
classroom for advanced learners, also because they are linguistically able
to internalize and absorb it.

For the interdisciplinary goals, the competence of Hanja is also drawn into
teaching, so that the culturality of textuality in the sense of
communication (competence) and interactional orientation helps, which
implies language promotion.

In this article, the importance of the explanation of terms that describe
comparable products in German, like the clarification of the word “Urs
(-+2/)” in the sense of “I and you” and “subjectivity and

objectivity” ® were discussed.

The culturality based on the formulation of “Korean values” can raise
questions like, “how can it be possible to have the foreign language
didactic contribution succeed conceptually more precisely and realized in
terms of i1ts background? It also becomes more difficult in the area of the
symbolism of animals and plants, which often have very different
associations in Korean and German.

A common feature of all aspects mentioned above is that they require
reflexive approaches. What is the significance of culturality as the goal
of education in the context of culture and how the importance of
understanding cultural specifics with a variety of approaches as well as
their interpretation depending on the cultural background can be conveyed?
According to Zhao, as my final emphasis, intercultural competence commonly
requires a sense of culturality, which means the ability to “be aware of
the cultural, personal and external image and the meta image in a situation

B As far as I know, this concept of “we” has been sufficiently mentioned and
discussed among Korean teachers, but it is still now never enough.



of overlapping and to act confidently on this basis” . For the sake of
becoming aware, the textual competence of culturality in a foreign language
1s at the outset an important part of the intercultural competence in a
preliminary stage. By teaching and learning of Gosijos we as the teaching
staff can reach this goal in a humble way at least as a guiding observer.
This awareness of the transmission through Gosijos for the advanced
learners could appeal plenty of discourse in the context of culturality and
this discourse will have an interactive character as some of the meanings
we will guess together with the advanced learners, who will bring their own
interpretations.
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